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What is ICZM?

??
It is a way to achieve sustainable development in the coastal zone.y p

„If you think that sustainable development is about environmental protection – forget it. 
Sustainable development is about people having something to eat and beingSustainable development is about people having something to eat and being 

satisfied” (Director of UNCSD)

P b bl b t d fi d b th ICZM P I di t ”Probably best defined by the „ICZM Progress Indicator”:
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Phase Action Description

Planning and 
t 

1 Decisions about planning and managing the coast are governed by general 
legal instruments.

management 
are taking 
place in the 
coastal zone

2 Sectoral stakeholders meet on an ad hoc basis to discuss specific coastal 
and marine issues.

3 There are spatial development plans which include the coastal zone but do 
not treat it as a distinct and separate entity.not treat it as a distinct and separate entity.

4 Aspects of the coastal zone, including marine areas, are regularly 
monitored.

5 Planning on the coast includes the statutory protection of natural areas.

A framework 
exists for 
taking ICZM 
forward

6 Existing instruments are being adapted and combined to deal with coastal 
planning and management issues.

7 Adequate funding is usually available for undertaking actions on the coast.

8 A t kt k  f th  t (id tif i  h  d  h t  h  d h ) h  8 A stocktake of the coast (identifying who does what, where and how) has 
been carried out.

9 There is a formal mechanism whereby stakeholders meet regularly to 
discuss a range of coastal and marine issues.

10 Ad hoc actions on the coast are being carried out that include recognisable 
elements of ICZM.

11 A sustainable development strategy which includes specific references to 
coasts and seas is in place.p

12 Guidelines have been produced by national, regional or local governments 
which advise planning authorities on appropriate uses of the coastal 
zone.



Most aspects
of an ICZM

13 All relevant parties concerned in the ICZM decision-making process have been 
identified and are involved.o a C

approach to
planning and
managing
the coast are
in place and

14 A report on the State of the Coast has been written with the intention of repeating 
the exercise every five or ten yearsin place and

functioning
reasonably
well

the exercise every five or ten years.

15 There is a statutory integrated coastal zone management plan.

16 Strategic Environmental Assessments are used commonly to examine policies, 
strategies and plans for the coastal zone.strategies and plans for the coastal zone.

17 A non-statutory coastal zone management strategy has been drawn up and an 
action plan is being implemented.

18 There are open channels of communication between those responsible for the 
coast at all levels of government.

19 Each administrative level has at least one member of staff whose sole 
responsibility is ICZM.

20 Statutory development plans span the interface between land and sea20 Statutory development plans span the interface between land and sea.

21 Spatial planning of sea areas is required by law.

22 A number of properly staffed and properly funded partnerships of coastal and 
marine stakeholders have been set up.a e sta e o de s a e bee set up

23 Coastal and estuary partnerships are consulted routinely about proposals to do 
with the coastal zone.

24 Adequate mechanisms are in place to allow coastal communities to take a 
participative role in ICZM decisions.
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An efficient, 
adaptive and 
integrative 
process is 
embedded at 

25 There is strong, constant and effective political support for the ICZM 
process.

26 There is routine (rather than occasional) cooperation across coastal and 
marine boundaries.embedded at 

all levels of 
governance 
and is 
delivering 

 

marine boundaries.

27 A comprehensive set of coastal and marine indicators is being used to 
assess progress towards a more sustainable situation.

28 A long-term financial commitment is in place for the implementation of 
ICZMgreater 

sustainable 
use of the 
coast

ICZM.

29 End users have access to as much information of sufficient quality as they 
need to make timely, coherent and well-crafted decisions.

30 Mechanisms for reviewing and evaluating progress in implementing ICZM 
are embedded in governance.

31 Monitoring shows a demonstrable trend towards a more sustainable use of 
coastal and marine resources. 
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Th CZ i l d b th th l d d• The CZ includes both the land and sea areas
• ICZM is about the way governance/management of the coastal zone is realised
• Long term, large dimensional perspective
• Wide participation of stakeholders, including public, not consultation
• Well based decision-making (monitoring, knowledge, information)
• Based on legal solutionsBased on legal solutions

Why all the trouble?
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Coastal Erosion Blackgang  Isle of WightCoastal Erosion –Blackgang, Isle of Wight



Bonchurch, 
Winter storm, December 1990

Bonchurch, 
Isle of Wight

Steephill Cove  Isle Steephill Cove, Isle 
of Wight



P  B h  R i  M h  It l  b f  d ft   i l t t l tPesaro Beach, Regione Marche, Italy before and after a violent coastal storm



Many users, growing pressure

… on the coast 
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Many users, growing pressure

… in coastal waters
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Many users, growing pressure

… in the EEZ and beyond
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Many users, growing pressure

Interconnections (Land-sea, use-use, use-ecosystem)( y )

Cumulative impacts

External drivers

Climate change/sea level riseClimate change/sea level rise

Changes in global and regional economies
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Trends, e.g., g

New offshore technologies (renewable energy, blue 
biotechnology)

Mariculture 

Clustering and co-use based on concept of synergiesg p y g

Global trade, shipping, port infrastructure…

Changing nature of pressureChanging nature of pressure

Fleeting to static

Small-scale to large-scaleSmall-scale to large-scale

Short-term to long-term (greater permanence)

Not all pressures can be influenced but impacts demand aNot all pressures can be influenced, but impacts demand a 
response
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we don‘t know the future…

… but more and more uses will have to get along 
within the same area.
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Maritime Spatial PlanningMaritime Spatial Planning

i i• Needs a vision
– For the whole regional sea
– For  the whole „national” sea area (EEZ +territorial+internal)

N d l di th it t d / i th l i d th• Needs a leading authority to do/organise the planning process and manage the 
sea (holistic implementation – NOT sectoral)

• Needs a good knowledge base
• Needs a good system/legal basis for comprehensive international 

harmonization
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StrategicStrategic spatialspatial plansplans forfor wholewhole nationalnational seasea areasareasStrategicStrategic spatialspatial plansplans for for wholewhole national national seasea areasareas
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i i ( i f 1 % f iDetailed spatial plans where needed (e.g. in case of Poland ca. 15% of Polish sea 
areas – 4500 km²)
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Th kTh kThank youThank you
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